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Using Credit Cards Online Safely
Credit card information can lead to easy money for online thieves. They could steal your identity or use your information to commit fraud.  Here are some privacy pointers to follow to help you stay safe.

· Deal only with businesses and agencies you trust when sending credit card information over the Internet. 

· Do not send credit card details by e-mail. Remember, regular e-mail is like a postcard. It is not a good way to send sensitive information like credit card details. 

· Never share credit card details with a website you do not trust. 

· If the website has a privacy notice, check how a business uses and shares the information you give. 

· Check if a website shows a physical address and telephone contact number. You could use them to check on the website. An address or contact number may help if there is a dispute. 

· If you use your credit card with websites outside of the US, your only protection may be the card issuer. Outside of the US, the laws of that country will apply. 

· Always use secure websites for online shopping and other online transactions. Check that the website address begins “https”. 

· Monitor credit card balances regularly. 

· You may choose to get a low limit credit card that you use only for Internet purchases. 

· If in doubt, always contact business, government or other agencies directly.
