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Desktop or Laptop ?
Choosing between a laptop and desktop can be a difficult decision. The bottom line comes down to portability. If you will need or use the portability of a laptop, then it can be a powerful tool for you and worth the extra money. However, if the laptop will simply act as a desktop with very occasional need for portability, a desktop is also an excellent choice and far less expensive.

Laptops have a great advantage in terms of their portability. If you carry a laptop with you, your applications and documents are always immediately available. With a wireless card, your laptop can also access the Internet while on the go, so you have more places to do research, check your email, and be more productive. 

Desktops do offer advantages over laptops as well. Although laptop prices have come down while performance has increased each year most desktops offer a better price-to-performance ratio. Desktops also still hold some ergonomic advantages over laptops but bear in mind that they will also take up considerably more space in an apartment or residence. 

Your decision should be based primarily on how you plan to use your computer, and then, how much your computing budget can handle. Here are some factors to consider: 

Weight, size and portability.  A typical laptop with integrated screen, keyboard and disk drive, weighs between 4.5 and 9 pounds (the "ultralight" models weigh in at about 2.5 to 3 pounds). Typically the "ultralight" models do not have a modular bay for devices like an internal optical (CD) drive. Your classic desktop computer, with its standalone CPU, monitor, and keyboard, weighs in at about 70 pounds. If you regularly want access to the contents of your computer; whether at home, office or on the road, the portability of a laptop is an important criterion. Laptops also have a smaller footprint than desktop computers, although LCDs, or flat panel displays, have reduced the footprint of desktop computers in recent years. 

Ergonomics.  One downside of portability is ergonomics. The laptop's miniature size can make its use less comfortable and physically taxing. The desktop computer's design has evolved to ease the comfort of users. Its display is at eye level, and the keyboard allows for proper positioning of your back, arms, and wrists. These are important concerns, especially when you use your computer for prolonged periods of time. But you can improve laptop ergonomics by building a more comfortable "home base" into which you can dock your laptop when you return to your desk. A “home base” can include such things as a standard keyboard, a mouse, an external display, network and printer connections, etc. 

Cost and reliability.  PC desktops are approximately 1/2 to 2/3 the price of a comparable laptop. Although the overall prices have declined, price gaps still exists, largely because of the higher cost of laptop displays and the added cost of miniaturized technology. Since laptops are portable, they are more prone to accidents and abuse than desktops. And due to their size, laptops require smaller, more intricate components and more tedious labor resulting in more costly upgrades and repairs 

Connectivity.  Both laptops and desktops have equal connectivity to the Internet through the standard technologies including dial-up modems, DSL (Digital Subscriber Line) or Cable modems, Ethernet and wireless networking. But because of their mobility, only laptops can take full advantage of wireless technologies 

Theft.  A laptop's small size and portability make it more vulnerable to theft. Unless you can lock or secure your laptop, you should take it with you wherever you go. Various security devices and carrying cases are available for laptops to deter thieves. 

In summary, desktops provide less expensive, more comfortable, powerful performance to meet your local and Internet access needs from a fixed location. Laptops provide powerful performance to meet your local and Internet access needs from virtually anywhere at any time. This will cost you roughly one-third more, and for additional comfort you will pay more yet for extra "home base" components. But if you want to take advantage of the portability and increased productivity offered by laptops, then the extra expense may be well worth it. If portability and the extended access it provides is not important, then a desktop may make more sense. 
