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Norton Antivirus 2007 is now leaner and faster!
Symantec has put its Norton 2007 security range under a microscope.  Responding to increased user concern over the software’s consumption for memory and large effect on system performance.


One of the main themes (for the Norton 2007 range) is that you need to have security, but at what cost on your system? So one of the big improvements is speed — the whole thing has been designed to be very light on system resources.
In all tests, boot time, how much memory it consumes, how long it takes the interface to open, scan a drive or download updates over HTTP, are above industry averages and faster than the 2006 products. The memory footprint is between 10-15MB. On a 1GB file set, 2007 scans it in 2m15s, which is a 30-35% improvement over the 2006 version.

Symantec has also set more aggressive pricing. Previous versions of Norton AntiVirus always started at a firmly-set RRP and then dropped as the year went on, with plenty of retail discounting along the way.  For instance, NAV 2006 first landed at $99 but for the past six months has sat at $59.  NAV 2007 will carry a $59 sticker right out of the gate.

While the $59 price covers the conventional 12 months of AV definitions and feature updates, including a free “Windows Vista compatibility update” once the behemoth OS hits the streets in early 2007; Symantec will also offer a ‘two year’ update package for $79 which will include a full upgrade to NAV 2008 towards the end of next year.


NAV 2007 remains the cornerstone of Symantec’s Norton Internet Security 2007 suite, which has also been stripped back to make it more system-friendly.  The Norton AntiSpam, Parental Control, Confidential Information Blocking and Ad Blocking modules which have been part of the NIS bundle since 2005 have been removed from the core NIS 2007 offering and relegated to a free NIS Add-on Pack for those who need them.


The whole 2007 range has been improved to focus on today’s threats such as phishing attacks and to fully protect people who do their shopping and banking online from fraudulent websites.


This move marks the end of the line for the stand-alone Norton AntiSpam, which will no longer be available in its own right. It is still unknown if Norton Personal Firewall, which remains part of the core NIS 2007 suite but is currently parked at boxed version 2006, would also have a future on the shelves of software stores. NIS 2007 will land at $99, with a two-year subscription package at $129.

