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Shareware, Freeware, and Trial Versions
Shareware is basically "try before you buy" software.  Unlike software marketed through normal retail channels, where you are forced to pay for the product before you've even seen it, the shareware concept lets you try a program for a period of time before you buy it.  Once you have tried a shareware program, you know whether it will meet your needs before you pay for it.


Shareware programs are just like programs you find in major stores, catalogs, and other places where people purchase software - except you get to use them, on your own computer, before paying for them.


Shareware distribution gives users a chance to try software before buying it.  If you try a shareware program and continue using it, you are expected to register (purchase) the program.  With registration, you get anything from the simple right to continue using the software to an updated program with printed manual.


Shareware authors are accomplished programmers, just like commercial authors, and the programs are of comparable quality.  (In both cases, there are good programs and bad ones!).  The main difference is in the method of distribution.


The Shareware concept makes fitting your needs easier, because you can try before you buy.  And because the overhead is low, prices are low also.  Shareware has the ultimate money-back guarantee - if you don't use the product, you don't pay for it!


Prices for shareware vary from program to program, but you will always find the price mentioned somewhere in the files you obtain when you downloaded or were given an evaluation copy.  Most of the time the price for the program will be found in a .TXT or .DOC or READ.ME. For Windows programs, this information will probably be found in the .HLP file.

Another type of shareware is sometimes called liteware. You download the entire program but certain capabilities are disabled.  The idea is to tempt you buy the full program to get its full functions. These only become available when you download the 'full' program. 


Copyright laws apply to both Shareware and commercial software, and the copyright holder retains all rights.

Freeware programs are offered at no cost. You don't have to pay anything although they may ask you to send money if you like it. You don't have to though.  Common forms of freeware are 'beta' programs. These are 'works in progress' and companies release them so you can help them to test them.


The program maker will ask you to let them know if you have any problems with it so they can fix them before releasing the final version.

Trial versions are most shareware programs that have a built-in expiry date. It's normally around 30 days and after that the user can no longer get into the program.  It will normally be locked until you open the software again with a key. To get the key you'll have to pay for the program.

