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How to choose the right laptop
Computers are the main tool of today's mobile professionals, students and writers. More and more Laptop Computers are replacing desktop units. Laptop Computers enable us to write anywhere, inside or outside. We can take it with us to the library to do research, or to the lake or mountains to soak in our setting. Using wireless technology, even the internet is available outside the office environment in such places as coffee shops, libraries, hotels, cafes and airports. 

Choosing the right laptop for your needs can be daunting with the many choices available today. Custom Network Associates will help mobile professionals, students and,  writers to make that choice easier. 
Today, there are a number of laptop brands and models that would work very well for any mobile professional, student or writer. These laptops are: Acer, ASUS, Averatec , Dell, Fujitsu, Gateway, Sony, Toshiba, etc.
Each of these brands has strengths and weaknesses. However, one thing that is not generally known is that the components for all of these brands are manufactured by a very few manufactures in the world. About six manufacturers make all of the world’s laptop components. The components are assembled and then shipped to the distribution points. 

For example, Dell has its laptops assembled and shipped to its distribution points. The components are not made by Dell nor assembled by Dell. They are made by others under the Dell label and to Dell’s specifications. This allows Dell to concentrate on its strength which is marketing.

Kits called “white boxes” are available to resellers. These non-branded laptops have exactly the same components and specifications as the Dell or Toshiba or Sony. While the non-branded laptops have not yet caught on with the general public like they have in the desktop models, it is not much different with laptops.
In addition, there are two software packages that are also essential to anyone wanting to write. Microsoft Office Professional 2003/2007 provides the tools necessary to put together research, articles, novels and books. Microsoft OneNote 2003 is an excellent tool for any writer needing to put together research and notes. 

Typically, laptops, and in particular ultraportable laptops, have smaller hard drives and less storage capacity than desktop computers. The ultraportables also have fewer USB ports, as well as other input-output ports. 

As laptops are used more and more, storage space becomes increasingly important. Additional storage space is critical, not only because data is important but because programs themselves are increasing in size. Microsoft Windows XP and Vista is much larger than Microsoft Windows 98.

One solution is to use a portable hard drive. These are external drives, attached by a USB port. Portable hard drives have become much smaller in the last two years, with 100 GB of capacity not uncommon. Not only do these portable hard drives serve to increase storage capacity, but they also provide an easy way to transport data from one computer to another. They can be moved to any computer that has a USB port. These drives can also serve as backup units for the laptop, and provide protection for critical data. 
It all boiles down to what you plan to do with the laptop and what your expectations are will decide which laptop configuration to choose.
