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Are your kids protected from Internet Content?
The Internet is a huge technological achievement promising great benefits to society in general and to children and young people in particular, especially in the fields of education and entertainment. However, as with many new or emerging technologies, the Internet has brought a number of unfamiliar problems in its wake. Some of these can create potential dangers to children and young people, and while we do not want in any way to exaggerate the potential dangers, the fact is that they do exist. It would be small comfort for a child or a young person, or their parents, to realize after the event that the probability of them becoming a victim was small and they were therefore just unlucky. No responsible parent would ever leave such things to chance.

The Internet is truly a medium which adults and children can share to the great advantage of both. It is already being widely used in our schools and across the educational system. More and more young people are using it not just to do their homework, but also for all kinds of fun and games and to communicate with their friends. Young people by and large seem to have had no difficulty adapting to the Internet.

Children and young people all need a certain amount of privacy but they also need parental involvement in their daily lives. You need to become engaged with how your child uses the Internet. Familiarize yourself with how your child uses the Internet. Regularly ask them to show you the places they go on the Web and ask them how else they use the Internet. You should know who they are sending emails to and who they are receiving them from. You should know if they frequent Chat Rooms or subscribe to Newsgroups and you should understand what they do when they go to these places.

Although there are many different choices for parental control software, Microsft Windows uses the built-in Internet Explorer 6 to help you safeguard your family's browsing experience with Content Advisor, which can be used to control the Web sites that your family can view. With Content Advisor, you can give your children access to a specific list of Web sites that you allow and prevent them from accessing others. Find out how to use it so you can rest easier.

To use Content Advisor, you set yourself up as the Supervisor of Content with a password. Don't lose it!  Be careful! Don't lose your password. To turn off Content Advisor or make any changes whatsoever, you'll need your supervisor password. Store it in a child-proof place away from your computer.

With Content Advisor activated, you can create a list of Web sites that can always be viewed by your family. If someone attempts to access a Web site that is not on your approved list, they will be prompted for the Content Advisor Supervisor password to proceed.

In the next version of Internet Explorer 7 you can control browsing behavior through the parental control settings built into Windows Vista. The child's safety level can be monitored and changed remotely. The safety level carries over to many PC activities, such as playing games or browsing the Internet. A child's browsing session can even be examined by a parent afterwards, and cannot be removed without the parent's permission.
It is clearly important in every family or classroom for there to be an agreed basis for using computers and the Internet which allows for all the other things children must attend to, including getting some fresh air and exercise!

To find out more about parental control software kids.getnetwise.org.

