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Please Control Your P2P
On the Internet, peer-to-peer (referred to as P2P) is a type of transient Internet network that allows a group of computer users with the same networking program to connect with each other and directly access files from one another's hard drives. Napster and Gnutella are examples of this kind of peer-to-peer software. Major producers of content, including record companies, have shown their concern about what they consider illegal sharing of copyrighted content by suing some P2P users. 


Meanwhile, corporations are looking at the advantages of using P2P as a way for employees to share files without the expense involved in maintaining a centralized server and as a way for businesses to exchange information with each other directly. 


How Does Internet P2P Work?  The user must first download and execute a peer-to-peer networking program. (Gnutellanet is currently one of the most popular of these decentralized P2P programs because it allows users to exchange all types of files.) After launching the program, the user enters the IP address of another computer belonging to the network. (Typically, the Web page where the user got the download will list several IP addresses as places to begin). Once the computer finds another network member on-line, it will connect to that user's connection (who has gotten their IP address from another user's connection and so on). 


Users can choose how many member connections to seek at one time and determine which files they wish to share or password protect. 


On the one hand, users of the P2P can give and recieve files that they want or want to share.  On the other hand, P2P software can be unknowingly installed on your conputer from malware and allow other users access to your files.  There are situations of assuming you are in control of your P2P software settings and in reality the settings are hidden and preset to allow more than you realize.  One major sign of this kind of activity is a sudden decrease in internet surfing/downloading.  Seek professional help from CNA (319) 334-4928.

