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Video Geek Words To Know (Part 3)
Interlacing

Interlacing is a method for refreshing an image on a computer monitor. Interlacing refreshes an image on the screen by scanning every other line, and alternately scans every opposite line. This allows a faster refresh rate, and less information during each scan. Unfortunately this may cause flickering or noticeable line movements in some situations.

IRGB

Intensity Red Green Blue (IRGB) is the technology used to generate a 16-color image on a computer monitor. 16-colors are created by the addition of an intensity bit. The 16 colors created were black, dark gray, light gray blue, light blue, green, light green, cyan, light cyan, red, light red, purple, light purple, yellow, light yellow and white.

Landscape monitor

Monitor that lays horizontally and is wider than it is tall. Most computer monitors are landscape monitors.

LCD

Abbreviation for Liquid-crystal display. LCD is a flat display technology used in laptops, calculators and the majority of flat screen displays. LCD displays are available as an active matrix, dual-scan or passive-matrix display.

Liquid crystal

Liquid crystals were discovered by Friedrich Reintzer in 1988 and are substances that have the properties of both liquids and solids. Liquid crystals are widely used in Liquid Crystal Displays (LCD).

Low resolution

Computer screen, image, or printed page that is not crisp, grainy and/or pixilated. Low resolution screen or image commonly describes a picture that has a small amount of pixels causing the image to be jaggy. A low resolution print page has a small amount of dots causing the printed text or image to appear light and not crisp.

Luminance

The overall brightness of a computer screen.

MCGA

Abbreviation for Multi-Color Graphics Array or Memory Controller Gate Array. MCGA is a type of graphics system built into computers manufactured during the 1980s.

MDA

Short for Monochrome Display Adapter. MDA is the first text-only video display standard from IBM capable of displaying at a maximum of 80x25 characters in two colors. MDA is no longer used.

Monochrome

Term used to describe a visual display or output in one color. A monochrome monitor displays only one color, such as green on a black background.

MPC

Short for Multimedia PC. MPC was developed in 1990 describes any computer capable of running programs that combine video, animation, audio, and graphics.

MPEG

Video codec used by most computers to display a video. MPEG compression is handled through the software and/or hardware. There are various versions of MPEG.

Multifrequency monitor

Computer monitor capable of accepting video signals at more than one frequency.

Multimedia

Display of a combination of audio, video, animation, and graphics.

Multiscanning monitor

Computer monitor capable of responding to any frequency within a specified range. This allows a computer monitor to work with various types of graphic displays.

Nit

The smallest measurable unit of brightness that is used to measure the brightness of the surface area of a monitor, LCD or other display device.

Noninterlaced

Noninterlacing is a method of refreshing an image on a computer monitor. With noninterlacing, every line on the monitor is refreshed during a scan. This provides for a higher quality display and less chance of the user noticing flickering or line movements on the monitor. When considering between a interlaced and a noninterlaced monitor, a noninterlaced monitor is commonly recommended.

NTSC

Short for National Television System Committee, NTSC is the American committee responsible for creating technological television and video standards, including refresh rate and color capabilities. NTSC Composite Video is the standard for analog color televisions.

OLED

Abbreviation for Organic Light-Emitting diode. OLED is a type of LED that is being used in flat-panel displays, is much thinner then LCD and requires much less power to run.

OpenGL

OpenGL is a trademark of Silicon Graphics Inc and is a cross-platform standard for 3D rendering and 3D hardware acceleration.

Output device

Any peripheral that receives output from a computer. Computer printers and monitors are output devices.

Output screen

Device used to display output. This could be a separate monitor or other display device used only to display the output being received from the computer or other device.

PAL

Short for Phase Alternating Line, PAL is the dominant television standard across Europe delivering 625 lines at 50 half-frames per second.

Paper-white

Refers to a white that is as white as white paper. Paper-white commonly refers to monochrome monitor that contains a pure white background with black text.

Passive matrix display

Type of LCD screen display that contains a series of wires that criss-cross each other. At the intersection of each wire contains a single LCD element that allows light to be passed through. A passive-matrix display does not provide the same quality as an active-matrix display.

Persistence

Display persistence is unit of time required for the phosphor in a CRT display to lose all of its charge.

PGA

Short for Professional Graphics Adapter. PGA is a video standard developed by IBM that supports up to 640x400 resolution.

Phosphor

A collection of blue, green, and red dots or lines that become charged by the Cathode Ray Tube (CRT) within a CRT. When charged, the phosphor lights up for an instant, causing a visible color to be displayed on the screen of your monitor.

Pixel

A term that comes from the words Picture Element or PEL. A pixel is the smallest portion of an image or display that a computer is capable of printing or displaying. A pixel can easily be distinguished when zooming onto an image.

Polygon

Number of straight lines used to form a graphic object that can be filled and/or moved. Polygons help create a 3D environment.

PPI

Short for Pixel Per Inch, PPI is the numbers of pixels per inch that comprises a pixel image. The more pixels per inch the image contains, the higher quality the image will be.

Projector

A hardware device that enables an image to be projected onto a flat surface. These devices are commonly used in meetings and presentations as they allow for a large image that everyone in a room can see.

