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The 5 Flavors of Vista
With the pending release of Microsoft’s Windows Vista, buyers have a lot more to think about.  Where there were three versions of Windows XP (Home, Professional, and Media Center Edition), now there are five versions to fit an array of needs.  Price will always be a factor in deciding which one to get, but for those people who know how they use their computer will be able to get the version that fits just right.
The consumer lineup starts with Windows Vista Home Basic. Think of this version of Vista as being about half a notch below Windows XP Home Edition. Vista Basic will lack integrated desktop search features and will support only the base level Vista graphics.

Windows Vista Home Premium is a big jump up from Vista Basic. In addition to the integrated desktop search functionality and support for Aero graphics, Vista Home Premium adds both Media Center and Tablet PC support. It also provides integrated DVD burning, Windows Media Player 11 recording and sharing, and high-def support in Windows Movie Maker.

Windows Vista Ultimate, which Microsoft describes as a consumer version (probably because businesses will be loath to pay for it), is the everything-and-the-kitchen-sink edition. It merges all the features and functionalities of the other Vista client versions.

Windows Vista Business offers full support for Vista's high-end Aero graphics, which includes more finely detailed graphical elements, as well as transparency, reflections, and better 3D rendering. The Business version will also have integrated desktop search features. And it will include Windows Vista Tablet PC functionalities for computers that support them.

The up-level business version, Windows Vista Enterprise, will be sold only via Microsoft's enterprise licensing program. It includes full hard-drive encryption, expanded application compatibility, and a Unix emulation module for running Unix applications.
Microsoft also launched on Thursday a "Get Ready" Web site, which includes an Upgrade Advisor tool to help people determine just how Vista-ready an existing PC is. 

The downloadable program is designed to tell people which features and versions of Vista their PC is able to run, thereby abstracting some of the complex requirements of Vista. For example, Aero graphics require a certain amount of memory bandwidth--a measurement of PC performance that few people are likely to know about in their machine. The advisor tool will simply say whether a PC will work out or not, rather than focus on specific requirements. That way, customers "don't have to spend time in the footnotes of complex system requirements." The Microsoft tool can be found here: [http://www.microsoft.com/windowsvista/getready/upgradeadvisor/default.mspx]
Now let’s talk about the difference between “Vista Compatible PC” and a “Vista Premium Ready PC.”  A “Compatible PC” means that your computer has the minimum requirements to run Microsoft Windows Vista.  A “Premium Ready PC” has more powerful hardware to run Vista with all the feature enabled options (the “Vista Experience”).
A Windows Vista Capable PC includes at least:  A modern processor (at least 800MHz1).  512 MB of system memory.  A graphics processor that is DirectX 9 capable.

A Windows Vista Premium Ready PC includes at least:  1 GHz 32-bit (x86) or 64-bit (x64) processor1.  1 GB of system memory.  A graphics processor that runs Windows Aero2.  128 MB of graphics memory.  40 GB of hard drive capacity with 15 GB free space.  DVD-ROM Drive3.  Audio output capability.  Internet access capability.
Can you go wrong by buying the “Vista Ultimate”?  Yes, it can be wasted money on stuff you won’t use.  The best thing is to define your usage today and what your going to use it for tomorrow, then buy the version that you need.
